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• Biodiesel is a renewable, clean‐burning diesel 
replacement. It can be used in existing diesel 
engines without modification and is also used 
increasingly as a heating oil replacement. 

• It is produced in nearly every state in the 
country and supported more than 40,000 U.S. 
jobs last year while reducing harmful emissions 
and bolstering U.S. energy security. 

• Biodiesel is the FIRST AND ONLY fuel produced 
on a commercial scale across the country to 
meet the EPA’s definition of an ADVANCED 
BIOFUEL under the Renewable Fuel Standard 
program
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EPA Definition
40 CFR 80.1401

Advanced Biofuel means renewable fuel, other 
than ethanol derived from cornstarch, that 

reduces greenhouse gas emissions by at least 
50 percent compared with petroleum fuels.

The EPA determined that biodiesel reduces 
greenhouse gas emissions by up to 86 

percent compared with petroleum diesel.
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Biodiesel Feedstock Diversity

Inedible Corn Oil

Recycled Cooking Oil Animal Fats

Soybean Oil

Canola Oil Algae
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Nationwide Production

226 EPA-Registered 
plants nationwide 

with over 2.9 Billion 
GPY Capacity

Production by Calendar Year
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Economic Downturn
RFS2 Uncertainty

Lapse of Biodiesel Tax Credit

RFS‐2 Implemented
Biodiesel Tax Credit Extended

6



4

Biodiesel Users

OEMs Supporting B20+ 
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OEMs Supporting B20+

• New OEM B20 Support Statements in 2012:
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Bioheat – The Evolution of Oilheat

www.bioheatonline.com
Bioheat® is a renewable, clean-burning 

heating oil. Usually blended with 
standard petroleum heating oil, Bioheat 

significantly reduces emissions and 
keeps heating systems running longer 

than standard heating oil alone.

In-home and laboratory testing has 
shown  that the use of Bioheat in a 

standard home oil burner resulted in a 
substantial reduction in unburned 

hydrocarbons, carbon monoxide, and 
particulate matter compared to 
emissions from distillate fuels.
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Statewide Requirements
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State Infrastructure Incentives

Offer 
incentives

After starting as a niche fuel, biodiesel has been produced 
on a commercial scale for only about six years. 

As a young, growing business, the industry’s growth 
hinges on a strong federal energy policy aimed at 
aggressively increasing domestic production. Two 
programs are particularly important to the industry’s 
success:

• The EPA’s Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS)
• The biodiesel tax credit
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Federal Policy
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The RFS2 program, implemented last year, requires 
a minimum amount of Biomass‐based Diesel (which 
includes biodiesel, BioHeat, bio‐jet and renewable 
diesel)  to be blended with petroleum diesel or 

aviation fuel:

2011 – 800 million gallons

2012 – 1 billion gallons

2013 – 1.28 billion gallons 

15

Renewable Fuel Standard

The $1 per gallon biodiesel tax incentive helps reduce 
costs for consumers and makes biodiesel more cost‐

competitive with petroleum diesel. 

The incentive, which was first implemented in 2005, has a 
proven impact on jobs. It expired on Dec. 31, 2011 and 

Congress has yet to pass an extension.

In just the six years it has been in place, the tax incentive 
has helped grow biodiesel from a niche energy sector to a 
commercial‐scale industry with plants across the country.
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Biodiesel Tax Credit
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Jobs, Jobs, Jobs

17

21,284

12,407

40,898 
39,027
(Est)

50,725

64,421

74,118

Thank You

Anne Steckel
Vice President, Federal Affairs

asteckel@biodiesel.org

202‐737‐8801

National Biodiesel Board
www.biodiesel.org


